New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 64

Number 1

Article 7

1-1-1989

Book Reviews

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
. "Book Reviews." New Mexico Historical Review 64, 1 (1989). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/
vol64/iss1/7

This Review is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact disc@unm.edu.

Book Reviews

New Mexican Furniture 1600-1940: The Origins, Survival, and Revival of Furniture
Making in the Hispanic Southwest. By Lonn Taylor and Dessa Bokides. (Santa
Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1987. xvi + 311 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $42.50 cloth, $31.95 paper.)
In 1979 the Museum of New Mexico published the first volume of a series
in southwestern culture focusing upon the material culture and decorative arts
of the region. Aside from religious art, few in-depth studies on Spanish colonial
and Mexican era artifacts had been published since the 194Os. The series stresses
an interdisciplinary approach combining the methods of history, art history,
anthropology, and material culture.
The initial publication in this widely acclaimed series was Spanish Textile
Tradition of New Mexico and Colorado, a compendium of essays edited by Nora
Fisher and the staff of the Museum of International Folk Art. Demand for the
beautifully illustrated publication was so intense, especially among collectors,
galleries, and curators, that the first edition rapidly went out of print. A year
later a second title was added to the series, Southwestern Colonial Ironwork by
Marc Simmons and Frank Turley, which surveys the techniques and products
of the colonial blacksmith.
New Mexican Furniture 1600-1940, by Lonn Taylor and Dessa Bokides,
continues this tradition of meticulous scholarship. Between 1980 and 1983 the
authors examined more than one thousand pieces of New Mexican furniture
and searched the Spanish and Mexican archives of New Mexico for information
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on carpinteros and their craft. Prior to publication, "Carpinteros and Cabinetmakers," a major exhibition featuring this research and key examples of furniture, circulated through the state.
The work is divided into three chronological sections: "The Hispanic Tradition," "Anglo-American Innovations," and "Spanish Colonial Revival," each
supplemented by extensive photographs of diagnostic, typical, and unusual
examples of furniture.
The narrative commences with the first carpenters who came to New
Mexico with Onate in 1598. Seventeenth-century records are scarce, but the
authors have pieced together a picture of woodworking in New Mexico centering on the missions. By 1630 friars had taught Pueblo Indians the arts of
tailoring, shoemaking, masonry, blacksmithing, and cabinetmaking with tools
and supplies brought north over the Camino Real. Some missions, such as the
one at Pecos Pueblo, became crafts centers with religious and secular factions
battling over the services of Indian craftsmen.
After the reconquest of 1693, cabinetmaking spread throughout the province with most villages having a carpenter to produce architectural items and
some furniture. Inventories reveal that few homes had movable furniture, and
evidently little prestige was attached to it. Chests for clothing were the most
common items of movable furniture; ricos and pobres alike usually made do
with built-in benches, beds, shelves, and cupboards. A wealthy individual often
owned less than a half dozen pieces of furniture.
The opening of the Santa Fe Trail in 1821 brought an influx of AngloAmerican and European-born craftsmen to New Mexico. By 1860 cabinetmakers had settled in the population centers of Santa Fe, Albuquerque, and Las
Vegas, in the mining districts, and at military posts. They began to produce
pine furniture in the popular Empire, Renaissance Revival, and Eastlake styles
for the immigrant population and wealthy Hispanics. A steady production was
maintained until the market was saturated.
Native Hispanic craftsmen did not abandon furniture making during this
period but continued traditional forms by integrating appealing elements of
new forms and styles. This resulted in a provincial style, which flourished in
northern New Mexico until widescale importation of cheap furniture over the
railroad in the 1880s.
The final chapter examines the twentieth-century revival of Hispanic furniture making as a part of the national arts and crafts movement. AngloAmericans, steeped in anti-industrial romanticism, yearned for simpler times.
One byproduct was an interest in traditional Hispanic furniture echoing the
popularity of "primitive" furniture from New England and the Appalachians.
In a precursor to the modern "Santa Fe Style" movement, wealthy AngloAmericans residing in Santa Fe created a market for "traditional" furniture,
which they used to furnish their adobe homes. During the Great Depression
the federal government encouraged this crafts revival by providing funding to
establish training centers in hopes of solving rural unemployment problems.
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In piecing together and documenting four centuries of New Mexican cabinetmaking,Taylor and Bokides have succeeded in creating a landmark study
destined to become a classic in material culture research.
Byron A. Johnson
Albuquerque Museum

The Song of the Loom: New Traditions in Navajo Weaving. By Frederick J. Dockstader. (New York: Hudson Hill Press, 1987. 130 pp. Illustrations, bibliography,
index. $35.00.)
Song of the Loom is the catalogue of a traveling exhibition of Navajo weaving
from a New Jersey private collection. This magnificent collection is probably
the largest and finest assemblage of Navajo weaving in private hands and well
deserves to be made available to the public through an exhibit and catalogue.
The book itself is beautiful with excellent color illustrations and it large format
that shows off the textiles well, although the color saturation often gives the
pieces a painterly rather than woven appearance.
The catalogue begins with a few pieces of early weaving, presumably to
put the twentieth century into context, but the main point of the show is the
rich range of modern weaving and the fact that the quality of the best weaving
today is in no way inferior to that of the so-called classic period of the nineteenth century. Indeed, most of the exhibit's textiles were created after 1970.
The text does not quite live up to the excellence of the textiles. There is a
vague but adequate discussion of the past with few specifics on dates and
influences. Because the collection is unusually rich in textiles based on drypainting designs and motifs, Dockstader has included a lengthy discussion of
traditional Navajo religion. Drypainting textiles come almost exclusively from
the area of Red Rock Valley near Shiprock where they were encouraged by
traders Edith and Troy Kennedy. The collection contains the majority of the
textiles produced at the post since 1960. This section will be of most interest
to the general reader, however, because of the desire to understand the "meaning" of Indian arts. This type of weaving is the only one in which symbolism
is of foremost importance.
The text is weakest in its discussion of current trends in Navajo weaving.
Dockstader does not appear to have worked from firsthand knowledge of the
subject. The book contains photographs and brief biographies of a number of
weavers working today, a helpful feature. The interviews and photos were
done for the author, however, by third-party collectors and traders. Dockstader
tends to downplay changes in regional styles, an important trend today. Although all the nineteenth-century blankets are identified in the catalogue as
being from New Mexico, there is no evidence offered to support these statements. Most pieces from one hundred years ago have no place of manufacture
or weavers' names associated with them. It is only with the rise of trading
posts in the 1880s onward that we are able to ascribe a certain style to a
particular region. Traders dealing with the Navajos who lived in the vicinity
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of their stores sought to influence the type of weaving the Indians produced.
Thus, regional styles such as Ganado, Burntwater, and Two Grey Hills appeared. Today, because of better highways, television, and the wide availability
of books and postcards picturing weaving, Navajo weavers from all over the
reservation are creating whatever style pleases them. This is shown in the
catalogue in several pieces such as the Klagetoh style by Betty Joe Yazzie from
Red Rock Valley (Number 64) and the Two Grey Hills style by Anna Mae Tanner,
also of Red Rock (Number 81). Both women are included in the biography
section and are clearly not from Kalgetoh or Two Grey Hills.
In summation this is a beautiful book illustrating an important private
collection, albeit not with the depth and originality hoped for. The text is
adequate, especially for the general reader. But it presents no new information
fonne -specialized scholar of southwestern weaving, except for the weavers'
biographies. Nevertheless, scholars will want to buy it for its illustrations of
a truly wonderful collection.
Marian E. Rodee
Maxwell Museum

Spanish-American Blanketry: Its Relationship to Aboriginal Weaving in the Southwest.
By H. P. Mera. (Santa Fe: School of American Research/Seattle: University of
Washington Press, 1987.96 pp. Illustrations, notes. $29.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
For most of his career archaeologist H. P. Mera pursued the origins of
Spanish-American weaving in the Rio Grande Valley. After more than forty,
years since the author first began his quest, the School of American Research,
in celebration of its eightieth anniversary, has published this long awaited and
important study on southwestern textiles.
Because it is the only book written on the subject for the general public
and because it serves as a foundation for future research on Hispanic textile
arts, this is an important work.
Mera does not hesitate to challenge the claim that Spanish-American weaving stemmed directly from Pueblo Indian influences. His challenge, which
comes early on in his manuscript, is based on some of the best historical sources
available during his time. One.of his first major contributions is to define the
often misleading and questionable label that refers to all Hispanic weavings
as '~Chimayo blankets." He accurately dismisses such nomenclature, which he
attributes to J. P. Harrington's paper, "The Ethnohistory of the Tewa Indians."
Harrington cited several misleading statements that contributed to formulation
of the label, ~'Chimayo blanket." The first statement was a quote he ascribed
to Edgar L. Hewett, which reads, "Chimayo was originally an Indian pueblo
of blanket weavers." Harrington also quotes an anonymous author in the
American Museum Journal as saying, "Chimayo blankets made by Chimayo
Indians of northern New Mexico, who are now practically extinct, are thought
to be the connecting link between Navajo and Saltillo weaving." Harrington
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erroneously concludes from these statements that, "It is probable that the
Chimayo blankets are a development of ancient weavings."
Mera discounts these "fanciful and unsubstantiated tales" and suggests
the more appropriate description, "Rio Grande blanket," to encompass all
blanketry woven by Spanish colonists on the northern frontier. Mera argues
that no borrowing took place between Pueblo and Spanish weavers by noting
the different weaving patterns produced on horizontal looms of European
derivation and those made on the upright looms the Indians used.
Mera's arguments are convincing. Much of the historical documentation
on which he bases his theories has proven reliable. He uses L. B. Bloom, C.
A. Amsden, and W. W. Hill as sources and makes frequent references to the
Spanish Archives of New Mexico. Unless unknown primary sources arise,
Mera's documentation seems sound.
Perhaps the most useful aspect of the book are the twenty-four color plates,
which are supplemented by detailed descriptions of the various styles and
weaving techniques developed by the Spanish. Of particular interest to this
reviewer is Mera's description of the "Vallero Style," which emerged around
1870. The design is awesome, with distinguishing characteristics that are unsurpassed in other weavings.
In eighty informative pages, Mera has captured the ancient art of Hispanic
weaving, for both the inquisitive amateur and the scholar who wishes. to explore unknown territory. It is an important book, one that belongs in any
serious Southwest collection.
Michael Miller
Santa Cruz, New Mexico

Andalusian Ceramics in Spain and New Spain: A Cultural Register from the Third
Century B.C. to 1700. By Florence C. Lister and Robert H. Lister. (Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1987. xxv + 411 pp. Il1ustrations, maps, tables,
appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $65.00.)
"Export of Andalusian ceramics to the New World during the first half of
the sixteenth century has been substantially confirmed in the past thirty years,
but the range of forms bound for the colonies greatly expanded from what
had comprised the usual earlier foreign trade" (p. 127).
Such thoughts come tumbling from the pages of the present volume, which
is a welcome addition to the current literature on Spanish ceramics. The book
fulfills most of the requirements of modern scholarship, is well laid out, and
beautifully printed. Organization, as usual, is the key. The text unfolds a
chronology of nineteen hundred years of Andalusian ceramics, gathered into
three main categories, including a general history of the craft in Spain, its
diffusion abroad, and the social role of potters. As a bonus, the authors have
proVided an excellent glossary of the terms that form a backdrop to the history
and are given a fuller identity.
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The manuscript provides an extraordinarily diverse collection of information but is often uneven in its· treatment of specific aspects. It includes
substantial historicultural backgrounds to some sections such as the fifteenth,
sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, but far briefer sections for the Romans
and the Arabs. Some important historical divisions, such as the Visigothic,
Byzantine, and even the Greek, are given too little attention considering their
importance. Also, technical information is often provided without sufficient
evaluation.
Perhaps the most interesting section is the one on sixteenth and seventeenth-century Andalucia, which includes contemporary paintings as illustrations of the type of pottery then widely used. With the exception of this chapter,
however, the authors' approach tends to be highly technical, and along with
the academic style of the ·prose, explanations of such things as compound
potter's wheels make this book of more value to the potter or technician than
to the reader with general historical interest.
Mary Grizzard
University of New Mexico

Two Guadalupes: Hispanic Legends and Magic Tales from Northern New Mexico.
Edited by Marta Weigle. (Santa Fe: Ancient City Press, 1987. xi + 164 pp.
Illustrations, map, appendix, notes. $19.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.)
This work is not the typical result of an oral literature project comprising
interviews, editing, and translating of stories per se, collected first-hand by the
editor. Instead, Two Guadalupes consists of twenty-one stories that Lorin W.
Brown and Bright Lynn collected and prepared in the 1930s as part of the New
Mexico Federal Writers Project (NMFWP) under the auspices of the Works
Progress Administration (WPA). Brown's four narratives, including a smattering of his own interpolations, and Lynn's seventeen narratives, belong to
Guadalupe (Tia Lupe) Martinez, and Guadalupe (Lupita) Baca de Gallegos,
respectively.
The stories in Two Guadalupes are reminiscent of magic tales and legends
found in the Espinosa (Aurelio, and Jose Manuel, his son) and Juan B. Rael
repertoire. Tia Lupe's tales, based on witches, popular beliefs, and saints, are
quite brief and to the point. Lupita's magic tales on the other hand are longer
and characteristic of someone more adept at storytelling. From the proverbial
"Once upon a time ... :' to the customary happy ending, occasionally with
moral implications, Lupita's stories are more sophisticated in structure, form,
and content. Perhaps Tia Lupe and Lupita's respective backgrounds account
for the difference in narrating style and technique, but without the unedited
text in Spanish these observations are difficult to confirm and represerit conjecture at best.
Marta Weigle also includes biographies on each of the Guadalupes prepared by Brown and Lynn. (An epilogue on information Weigle obtained from
Mary Elba C. de Baca, Lupita's grandmother, accompanies the text.) Hence,
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one is able to become familiar with Tia Lupe, as well as Lupita, the unflappable,
rich, so-called urbanite from Las Vegas who died blind and poor but happy,
thanks to her unwavering religious and moral principles. Tia Lupe, a religious,
altruistic, charismatic individual of humble stock, for years was the caretaker
of the San Antonio de Padua Church in Cordova.
Several photographs from the Baca family add to the attractiveness of the
book. The rest, albeit well-intentioned, do not relate to the "two Guadalupes"
except indirectly.
While Weigle deserves credit for ferreting out the stories from WPA archival
files on two outstanding Hispanic women, special recognition must be accorded
the two champions of folklore, Brown and Lynn, for their time-consuming
efforts. Weigle's most salient scholarly contributions are the inclusion of an
appendix that provides background information on the Federal Writer's Project, a list of sources, and the footnotes. This last section is of paramount
importance in an overall understanding and appreciation of Two Guadalupes.
Nasario Garcia
New Mexico Highlands University

Recuerdos de los Viejitos: Tales of the RIO Puerco. Edited by Nasario Garcia. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xix + 266 pp. Illustrations,
map. $17.50 cloth, $9.95 paper.)
The leaders in many societies are held in awe and reverence. They tell the
tales and remember events and people that constitute the life, history, and
culture of their community. They are the teachers of the young. The young
listen and learn to become viable members of the community of their ancestors.
Values, attitudes, and attributes are thus transmitted from generation to generation. Identity, self-respect, and a sense of belonging are achieved in this
way. The individual acquires the comfort and security of knowing he or she
belongs to a time, a place, and a people.
Nasario Garcia has returned to the land of his birth and growth to record
the voices of the old ones. They have a story to tell, a story that should be
heard. In this labor of love he has done us all a service. We can share the inner
and living history of the people of the Rio Puerco as they lived it and felt it.
We Nuevomexicanos have been written to death. There are numerous
studies about us-anthropological, sociological, statistical, historical, and demographic. What these studies have in common is that they analyze and judge
us from the outside. Nuevomexicano writers, of which Nasario Garcia is one,
are now writing the inside story, what we are really like underneath the
appearances. The oral history that this book records does the same thing. The
people themselves tell their story in their own words in their own way.
Nasario is to be congratulated for resisting the temptation to edit the text.
As a writer and an intellectual he might have done so. He did not spruce up
the language, brush up the style, or glamorize the circumstances. He let the
repetitions fall where they may. As a result the sound and scent of truth
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pervades every page. The pictures and biographies of the people interviewed
at the end of the book provide the final and necessary touch of authenticity.
The reader is not at first aware of the pattern that is taking shape. All the
parts and portions come together at the end in a finished and artistic tapestry
of living history. First come the people and the landscape. Then comes the
relation and interaction of both with the Navajo Indians. These are strands
and threads the author weaves skillfully into what is to become a total picture.
The joys and sorrows of the people are threaded in skillfully. Humor and
superstition provide the finishing touches. Throughout, there is the play of
light and shadow, the shifting and blending of colors.
I hope that Nasario Garda's book will motivate others to do as he did.
There are many stories waiting to be told.
Sabine R. Ulibarri
Albuquerque

The Short Stories of Fray Angelico Chavez. Edited by Genaro M. Padilla. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987. xx + 139 pp. Illustrations.
$19.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.)
This collection of fourteen tales and sketches gives the reader a good sense
of Fray Angelico Chavez's narrative art. I use the words "tale" and "sketch"
rather than "short story," the word used in the book's title, because Chavez
seems more interested in plots and allegorical meanings than in characterizations and verisimilitude of depiction as most modern practitioners of the
short story are. There are ten longer, fully developed tales (all but one previously published in one of two earlier collections of tales, New Mexico Triptych
and From an Altar Screen) and four slighter sketches. The book is introduced
by a thoughtful fourteen-page essay in which Genaro Padilla provides biographical and bibliographical background and argues for a more serious reading
of Chavez as a social critic. Padilla may overstate his case, but his view clarifies
some incidents in the stories, such as the ending of "The Lean Years/' which
seems superfluous if one reads the story strictly as a religious allegory.
These are New Mexico stories. The descriptions are of typical northern
New Mexico settings, the characters are rural and Hispanic, and the villages
have names like Rio Dormido and EI Piojo (although actual places, such as
Santa Fe and Las Vegas, are also used). Occasionally, there are allusions to
colonial history and to the archival sources of the stories. Often, the stories
have the feel of oral tales---Iegends or cuentos, and often, as Padilla mentions,
there are allusions to the social realities and conflicts prevalent in New Mexico
at the time of the story-such as caste conflicts between Spaniard and mestizo,
or cultural conflicts between Hispanic and Anglo. The stories are set historically
as far back as 1733 and as current as post-World War II, although they are
sometimes set in that fabulous time outside of time.
In addition to being New Mexican, these are also very much a friar's tales.
All but two or three have religious subjects at their core and imply a moral
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lesson. One of Chavez's most interesting and prevalent devices is to use the
namesake of a saint as a central character and have that character undergo an
experience reminiscent of the suffering of that saint. In "The Bell that Sang
Again," for example, Ysabel is able to conquer her bitterness over her husband's
death when Santa Ysabel (Saint Elizabeth) appears to her and reminds her that
her son, John the Baptist, also died violently. Although he was murdered, he
paved the way for Christ, who brought everlasting life. Ysabel, who is carrying
her dead husband's baby, is convinced by the saint and ends by naming her
son Juan (John). Through this device, Chavez not only recalls the life of the
saint but also implies that New Mexico is as sacred a setting for heroic moral
stories as were the ancient sacred lands. In this way, as he did in his religious
history of New Mexico, My Penitente l.imd, he glorifies both Christianity and
New Mexico.
Joseph Somoza
New Mexico State University

Creator of the Santa Fe Style: Isaac Hamilton Rapp, Architect. By Carl D. Sheppard.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. x + 140 pp. Illustrations,
appendixes, notes, index. $22.50 cloth, $12.50 paper.)
This volume on the work of architect Isaac Hamilton Rapp suffers from a
pretentious title and an insupportable thesis-that Rapp was the creator of a
style. Rapp, a competent but cautious architect, was a classic example of a
man being in the right place at the right time, an event that saved him from
total obscurity. Rather than create the Santa Fe style, it seems clear that it was
thrust upon him by the likes of such irresistible forces as Edgar Lee Hewett.
Prior to being taken in hand by Hewett and the other cultural mavens of
Santa Fe, Rapp had produced a remarkable series of public buildings-remarkable in that they followed any eclectic or historic style in vogue at the
moment. This series of buildings represents the main part of Rapp's career
and is illustrated throughout the book. These buildings, in Colorado and New
Mexico, have the look of late Victorian prisons, high schools, orphanages, and
courthouses from America's middle west. Their common denominator seems
to be the use of massive materials and the sense that each is a detention hall
of some sort. The only time Rapp departed from these fortress structures was
in 1908 and then only at the specific request of a client who wanted an edifice
based on the church at Acoma. At the insistence of C. M. Schenk (the truly
forgotten one of the Santa Fe style story), Rapp designed the building for the
Colorado Supply Company of Morley, Colorado. It was this seminal building
that attracted the attention of Sylvanus Morley, a man who, like Hewett, had
a prodigious intellect and a definite sense of what he wanted and why.
Through Morley and Hewett, Rapp was drawn into the circle of those
who were setting the pace and style of Santa Fe. With Hewett in control, Rapp
was propelled forward into creating a series of buildings-all essentially based
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on the 1908 Colorado Supply Warehouse-starting with the New Mexico Building for the San Diego Exposition. Without these almost accidental associations,
most of Rapp's work would be gone and forgotten.
As an accidental visitor upon the scene, Rapp may not be compelling as
a story, but such an approach comes far closer to reality than the assertion
that Rapp was the creator of this now popular vernacular style of architecture.
It is unfortunate that the author chose to cast this prosaic but competent
architect into a role for which he was and still is unsuited. As a "court" architect,
Rapp was able to handle public commissions competently. His ability to adapt
and mimic a wide variety of architectural styles to meet the demands and needs
of his clients is well documented in this volume. But the assertion that here
is a cr.eator of a style is unfortunately far-fetched. Rapp repeated the formula
of his first Acoma Church three or four more times without any significant
improvement or innovation. He lapsed into his old monolithic, "Anytown,
U.S.A.," style from time to time and then retired.
This book is overstated and therefore flawed. What may have been an
interesting chapter and document of the events and personalities that shaped
the fascinating community of Santa Fe has been overblown into a monograph
on an architect who was capable of creating a few works that may have summarized, typified, or epitomized the Santa Fe style. But the true creation of
this style is far more interesting and complex than the story of anyone man's
lifework, encompassing as it does the history of material culture in New Mexico. Style comes from the many and is recognized and elevated by the few to
once again return to the many. Artists, architects, and art historians often serve
as little more than interpreters of all that which has come before.
Christine Mather
Santa Fe

Shining River, Precious Land: An Oral History of Albuquerque's North Valley. By
Kathryn Sargeant and Mary Davis. (Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum, 1986.
225 pp. Illustrations, maps. $13.95 paper.)
Modern scholars have often turned to oral history to learn more about the
recent past. Oral history opens new avenues of information and adds a rich
personal element to our understanding of people and events. This is especially
important for research in New Mexico, since historians are increasingly studying the development of the twentieth-century state. Kathryn Sargeant and
Mary Davis's Shining River, Precious Land: An Oral History of Albuquerque's North
Valley demonstrates the ways in which oral research can contribute to our
knowledge.
Shining River is a very well organized book, which uses interviews with a
diverse group of North Valley residents to present a fascinating picture of the
valley's complex culture. Valley memories include disastrous floods and cheating lawyers as well as the rural joy of pre-industrial life. North Valley settlers
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came to their new homes for many reasons, ranging from health to the availability of irrigated farm land. They uncovered Indian ruins, attended Pueblo
dances, and traded with the Indians for food and jewelry. Farm families made
their own entertainment during the pre-television era. Some of their children
left school at a young age, but in most cases families insisted that they get an
education. Much of the North Valley's culture focused on religious activities,
including Penitente ceremonies. The valley families usually worked hard for
small returns and therefore felt little impact from the national depression.
However, wars took their young people away and thus had a much greater
impact upon their lives. The North Valley was intensely political, with campaigns following hard one after another. Some residents found that the wealthy
Albert Simms family provided many benefits for the entire community, while
others accused the Simms brothers of monopolizing the land.
Shining River, Precious Land presents a rich picture of life in the urbanizing
North Valley. It gives us much information about customs and events, and it
allows the very human character of the valley's people to appear. This work
should be read by all students of late nineteenth and twentieth-century New
Mexico.
Jeffrey P. Brown
New Mexico State University

Making the Most of It: Public Works in Albuquerque during the Great Depression,
1929-1942. By Charles D. Biebel. (Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum, 1986.
ii + 91 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, appendixes, notes. $23.75.)
With publication of Charles D. Biebel's M,!king the Most of It, Albuquerque
has a documented account of New Deal public works projects proposed and
completed in the city during the 1930s. As such, this brief, albeit comprehensive, study contributes to our knowledge of the impact of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt's relief and recovery programs on the local level. Using'statistics,
photographs, and maps to augment his narrative, Biebel captures the uncertainty, excitement, and hope of the era. While individual sketches provide the
reader with an insight into the leadership of New Mexico in the 19308, organizations such as the Chamber of Commerce receive recognition for their support of federal assistance during the trying times of the Great Depression.
Throughout the study, Biebel emphasizes how Albuquerque continued to
grow despite a national economic depression. Indeed, the main theme that
emerges is the steady and constant growth Albuquerque has experienced following the arrival of the railroad. To illustrate this concept, Biebel begins with
a history of the city that examines periods of expansion and development and
notes how the presence of external financing acted as a catalyst for growth
even before the turn of the century. In effect, the federal government replaced
the railroad as the leading economic generator in Albuquerque by the 1930s.
This, Biebel stresses, had short-term as well as long-term consequences for the
physical and cultural growth of the city. Eventually, road projects separated
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suburban areas from downtown, while new buildings at the University of New
Mexico stimulated expansion there.
Despite minor flaws, such as referring to Dr. William Lovelace as Dr. James
Lovelace (p. 41) and a Biennial Report dated 1921-31 (p. 44), the obvious
strengths of this study include detailed information on cost, time, and numbers
employed for specific Public Works Administration and Works Projects Administration endeavors as well as comprehensive documentation that draws on a
variety of primary sources. Making the Most of It, therefore, is an excellent
source for scholars and students interested in the New Deal in Albuquerque.
Judith R. Johnson
Wichita State University

The Natural History ofNew Mexican Mammals. By James S. Findley. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1987. xxi + 164 pp. Illustrations, notes, index.
$24.95 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
At first impression The Natural History of New Mexican Mammals by James
S. Findley, New Mexico Natural History Series, appears to be a reference book
and not a book for casual reading. If one had not taken biology courses since
high school, an initial interest in the subject probably would be lacking. As
one gets into the first few chapters, however, it becomes apparent that it would
have been useful knowledge throughout the lives of outdoor people in our
state. Then, as one reads further, the wide variety of the various species begins
to fascinate and finally to astound the reader at the sheer number of mammals
in our diverse environment.
This reviewer's lifetime interest in wilderness caused him to spend some
forty years in the New Mexico back country. Following are some of the reactions
to parts of the book.
Nightime wilderness camping provided the opportunity to be prone on a
sleeping bag with one's chin virtually on the ground or forest floor. So many
of our mammals are nocturnal that the use of baits, listening, and limited, use
of a small flashlight produced an endless show of small beasties and an occasional snake.
An 'owl catching a shrew was a chilling experience. Bats were attracted
by stirring flying insects from trees with a pole in the moonlight.
My Sheltie dog was an avid hunter and brought me many a surprise for
my inspection before letting it go. She never did catch antelope ground squirrels, which the author indicates are quite abundant.
Beavers as watershed benefactors are interestingly covered. The book would
have helped distinguish the differences in the mice seen during early morning
walks. We frequently discovered pack rats because of their propensity for
stashing cactus spines in shallow caves, which we often used as retreats during
inclement weather. A quartz wristwatch, still operating, was found in a pack
rat's nest.
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Coyotes appear to hunt mice and voles heedless of being watched. "Gray
foxes were observed climbing trees," says the author.
The author tends to mix metric and conventional units. The tracks and
signs of small animals in the sand would be a welcome addition to the book,
as well as information on population trends.
Corry McDomiid
Albuquerque

Wyoming University: The First 100 Years, 1886-1986. By Deborah Hardy. (Laramie:
University of Wyoming, 1986. viii + 311 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index.
$19.95.)
Even one hundred and twenty-four years after its passage, the Land Grant
College Act of 1982, written by Justin Smith Morrill, remains America's premier
contribution to higher education. The seventy-odd institutions, some private,
some public, some "parochial," are the backbone of undergraduate and the
bulwark of graduate education in the United States. These organizations brought
science and vocational education into the curriculum, opened the doors of
higher education to the masses, revolutionized teaching, popularized the importance of research, and pioneered our early beginnings into adult and extension education. At the end of World War II, Henry Garland Bennett, director
of President Harry Truman's Point Four Program (more specifically, the Technical Cooperation Administration), employed the land grant colleges to help
underdeveloped countries modernize. Almost all land grant colleges have a
history in print. A notable exception has been the University of Wyoming at
Laramie.
Deborah Hardy, a thirty-year resident of Wyoming and a member of the
state university faculty for two-thirds of that period, has now rectified the
omission with her manuscript, Wyoming University: The First 100 Years 18861986. This book is a remarkable addition to the literature. Professor Hardy has
developed a balanced, crisp narrative by incorporating meaningful "highlights"
into each chapter, reproducing vivid photographs that bring the text to life,
and touching on almost all phases of the university's development, including
its connections with various governors, boards of regents, presidents, members
of faculty and student body, architecture of university buildings, social and
intellectual organizations, and alumni activities.
The chief executive officers of the University of Wyoming constitute the
verbal thread from which the whole cloth is woven. Other organizational
alternatives could have been used, but, in this reviewer's opinion, Hardy made
the right choice because the presidents were the central figures of the institution
until the recent past. In the five decades under study, no fewer than twenty
such individuals were employed, making the average tenure about five years.
These men, and they were all men in this case, faced all "comers" and fashioned
an extraordinary institution on the Laramie Plains.
There ought to be a special place in Clio's heart for those brave souls who
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write institutional histories, especially those of colleges and universities. The
complexity of such organizations are immense, the sources are usually scattered, no foundations, public or private, fund the research and writing, the
students, faculty, administration, and alumni all seem to want something different than was done, and the royalties involved seldom elevate the writer
into a higher tax bracket. Hardy has done the impossible, however, creating
a book that will stand on its merit until the next history iswritten one hundred
years hence. Wyoming University: The First 100 Years is a model of its kind, and
it should be purchased widely by college, community college, and university
libraries as well as by friends of the organization.
Philip Reed Rulon
Northern Arizona University

Crisis on Campus: The Exciting Years of Campus Development at the University of
Utah. By Paul W. Hodson. (Salt Lake City, Utah: Keeban Corporation, 1987.
viii + 330 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, index. $18.95.)
Paul Hodson's title is somewhat misleading. Though concerned primarily
with the 1960s, Crisis on Campus does not mention the student protests occurring on campuses across the country. The book focuses instead on another
"crisis"-the concrete problems of rapid growth in enrollment as baby boomers
entered college and of campuses caught unaware architecturally.
The author's interest in buildings is only natural. He served as business
vice-president at the University of Utah from 1958 to 1967, overseeing, among
other offices, planning and construction. In total, Hodson was connected with
the university for more than thirty years, starting in 1942 as assistant to the
president. As might be expected, then, this is not .an objective historical account. The author states: "This in one man's story.... It is highly personal. ...."
Indeed, the reader feels as though he were flipping through a scrapbook.
Nearly half the book consists of reprints, in full, of various items pulled from
Hodson's files--copies of the author's letters, interviews, speeches, memos,
and diary notes, along with meeting minutes, newspaper articles, and legislative bills. Over the reader's shoulder is Hodson, telling about his successful
"crusade" to lobby the state legislature for a bonding bill, describing the promotional aerial photograph he commissioned, and providing evaluations of
and anecdotes about presidents of the university.
Crisis on Campus succeeds as a memoir. Secondarily, the book provides a
study in campus planning. Between 1959 and 1969 over $100 million was spent
on construction of more than sixty buildings at Utah. Hodson spotlights five
projects: the medical center; the Pioneer Memorial Theatre; the physcial education, sports and special events center; Mariott Library; and the heating plant.
Hodson also explains how the university solved its most pressing problem of
these years, that of consolidating into one area a campus that had grown into
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separate sections. (One president suggested a mile-long conveyor belt to transport students, an idea abandoned after the million-dollar cost estimate was
received.)
This is not a book for the student of general university history. But those
with personal ties to the University of Utah during these years should find
the book informative, as might the reader with a specific interest in campus
development.
Teddy D. Diggs
Logan, Utah

Voices and Visions of the American West. By Barney Nelson. (Austin: Texas Monthly
Press, 1986. xvi + 203 pp. Illustrations. $35.00.)
When I first received" Voices and Visions for review, I looked at it hastily,
admired the photographs, thought, "What a nice coffee table book," and dutifully put it on the coffee table. But it never stayed there. I would find it in
the den, under the bed, in the guest room, in the car.
I finally figured out that this is not just another pretty picture book. Voices
and Visions rewards contemplation as well as appreciation.
Barney Nelson interweaves dazzling photography with insightful oral histories to reveal the character of the new American West. Her desire to "stay
out of the way ... and let the cowboys speak for themselves" could not have
been accomplished had she settled for the more traditional and far more mundane approach of finding a single photograph to illustrate the story one of her
cowboys told. Instead, Nelson lets the stories and the photographs "have their
heads," only loosely herding them into chapters titled "The Romance," "The
Heritage," "Cowboy," "The Work," "Craftsmen," "The Women," and "The Next
Generation."
As a result of this technique, the reader soon disassociates the particular
image from the specific story, allowing the visual and verbal images to pile
one upon. the other, illustrating each other not singly but collectively. What
emerges is a sense of cowboying as a life, a whole, that is greater than the
sum of its parts. As Tom Moorhouse, in what might be a description of the
tone and contents of the book, states:
I like to see good horses working and I like to see good men on them ...
I like to see cattle being driven and horses being moved, and I like to see
that dust boiling up. I like to smell mesquite smoke around the chuck
wagon or around the branding pen, and I guess it makes me feel that I'm
part of something in this old world. I like the open air and the open
country. I like to see the sun come up in the morning, like to see it set in
the evening, like to see the stars at night and hear the bobwhites whistle
and the coyotes howl and a calf a-bawlin' for its mammy.... One of the
main things, I like the people ... most of them are good and down to
earth and they'll do what they say they'll do. (pp. 18-19)
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Thanks to Barney Nelson, you will smell the mesquite smoke, drive the
cattle, come to know the people. For all its honesty about the hardships of the
cowboy life, its pictures of wranglers kicking open the ice on a stock pond and
tales of cowboys freezing in a Nevada blizzard, Voices and Visions will do nothing
to dispell the romance of the West. But it will become the most popular and
mobile book on your coffee table.
Corky Bush
Montana State University

Prose Sketches and Poems Written in the Western Country. By Albert Pike. Edited
by David J. WeQ~I. (College Station: TexasA&M University Press, 1987. xxxii
+ 300 pp. Illustrations, map, appendix, notes, index. $27.50 cloth, $14.95
paper.)
Albert Pike's depiction of early travel in New Mexico and the Southwest
through memoir, newspaper column, poetry, and fiction is a unique contribution to the accounts of the northern frontier of the fledgling Mexican nation
prior to 1846. Originally published in 1834, it was republished by the Horn
Publishing Company in 1967 with introduction and annotation by David J.
Weber, who had also located additional literary items and newspaper articles.
This volume is a republication of that edition with a second brief preface by
Weber.
Pike's narration of two 1831 expeditions into New Mexico is confusing.
One was that of Aaron B. Lewis, whose party left Fort Towson, Arkansas, in
August about the same time Pike departed St. Louis in the Charles Bent expedition and followed a more southerly route along the Washita and Canadian
rivers. Lewis furnished Pike an account, written from memory, after both had
arrived in Arkansas following their trek into Texas. Pike's discussion of his
journey, down the Cimarron Cut-Off branch of the Santa Fe Trail, consists only
of his "Crayon Sketches," newspaper articles, also written from memory, and
brief references in his stories.
When compared with other accounts, especially that of the ubiquitous
Josiah Gregg who also made the first of his several trips in 1831, Pike's narratives provide little of substance. His recording of a trapping expedition into
west Texas in 1832, apparently the earliest Anglo penetration of this rugged
area, is his most important contribution.
Pike's poems and short stories are valuable as the earliest literary comment
on the New Mexico scene by an Anglo-American, certainly not for their intrinsic
merit. The stories contain some excellent descriptions, but the ethnocentric
plots and portrayal of characters soon become wearisome. "Lines," however,
penned as the imagined dying soliloquy of a companion from the Texas expedition who was later wounded by the Comanches and abandoned on the
prairie, is particularly poignant.
Thanks to Weber's research, the caliber of which was evident some twenty
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years ago when, as a doctoral student, he prepared the introduction and annotation, the reader knows more about Albert Pike-that educated, restless
young school teacher with a bent for writing who came to New Mexico as a
trapper, then ventured into the virtually unknown west Texas Llano Estacadothan about most other contemporary traders. Weber's annotation helps, but
the volume would have been much more useful had Pike produced a detailed
account for Weber to footnote.
Myra Ellen Jenkins
Santa Fe

Owen Wister's West: Selected Articles. Edited by Robert Murray Davis. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987. 170 pp. Bibliography. $22.50
cloth, $11.95 paper.)
If any six words launched the mythic West, they would be Owen Wister's
"When you call me that, smile!" Today Wister is remembered for creating The
Virginian and its no-name character who uttered those words and fathered
hundreds of other strong, silent western offspring in pulp fiction.
But Wister also penned less enduring books and essays, which today are
remembered less than The Virginian's many pulp imitators. Robert Murray
Davis has drawn together eleven of these essays and a poem, which represent
Wister's perception of the West, his stylistic development and the dichotomy
of a man caught between the East, his home, and the West, and between the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
Through the introduction and scholarly comments preceding each selection, Davis puts the essays in literary perspective and ascribes to Wister motives such as "trying to find, preserve, and celebrate his own wilder impulses"
in his essay "The Evolution of the Cow-Puncher."
Wister's essays stand not so much on their profundity as on their insight
into the views of the man who wrote The Virginian. While Wister's style is not
so much dated, his analysis is. From !he essay "Concerning 'Bad Men:" for
instance, he writes, "But if you are predatory, you run a fine chance of growing
into a 'bad man: even if you did not start so. And what does it depend on?
Why, the qualities of your heart and brain, of course." And if you want to see
some of these bad men, he notes in the same essay, go to the Southwest where
"deserts favor birds of prey and drive honest men elsewhere ... " and to.
Arizona and New Mexico with their "special inheritance-the scum from California, Texas, and Old Mexico."
While Wister's perception of the real West is no less blurred than his vision
of the mythic West, his writing on the legendary West is certainly more entertaining and, as history has shown, more enduring.
Preston Lewis
Lubbock, Texas
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Crafting a Southwestern Masterpiece: J. Evetts Haley and Charles Goodnight: Cowman
& Plainsman. By B. Byron Price. (Midland, Texas: Nita Stewart Haley Memorial

Library, 1986. ix + 68 pp. IIIustrations, notes, index. $20.00.)
The term crafting in this thin volume's title is misleading. It implies a close
analysis of Haley's biography of Charles Goodnight from its inception through
research, first draft, revision, and finally to published form. Price, however,
takes the writing process per se for granted, focusing. instead on the broader
business of publishing. Beginning with Haley's first encounter with Goodnight
in 1925, B. Byron Price examines the development of their relationship until
Goodnight's death in 1929 and goes on to recount briefly Haley's life as the
work progressed, his negotiations with publishers, and the response to the
book in the years foIlowing its publication.
Thus, any number of questions about the craft of writing biography remain
unanswered. Even so large an issue as cutting 45,000 words from the original
manuscript is glossed over as "[de-emphasizing] Goodnight's courtbattles and
[removing] incidental detail and general material on Texas history." When
Haley was asked to trim yet another fifty pages from his revised manuscript,
he responded reluctantly, fearing it could not be done "without damage ...
except by a long and meticulous process." Where the changes made? What
were they? What was their effect? Whatever insight into the craft of writing
biography that might be gained through an examination of Haley's raw material
remains to be seen.
The value of Price's work, then, is not in its literary analysis of Haley's
writing but in its depiction of writing a biography as a social endeavor requiring
conscious, concerted interactions among many individuals including, among
others, author, subject, editor, publisher, and reader. Goodnight was an especiaIly difficult subject because of an aversion to publicity and a mistrust of
writers. Price's recounting of Haley's slowly gaining the old cattleman's trust
and eventually winning his approval of and cooperation in the biography
depicts the most human aspects of writing biography. So do his references to
Goodnight's, Mrs. Goodnight's, and Haley's fears that the aging Goodnight
would not live to complete his interviews.
The cooperation requisite to writing a scholarly biography, of course, must
be based on a set of shared assumptions. In the case of the Goodnight biography, the central assumption is that when it was not simply ignored, the
history of the cattle trade in the Southwest had been distorted and sensationalized and needed to be salvaged before the old-timers who could set the
record straight had all passed from the scene. These were people self-consciously inventing the history of their region from-for all practical purposesthe beginning of time. They still accepted the assumptions of Manifest Destiny,
prided themselves in their accomplishments and, having emerged victorious,
generally did not yet question their own motives. Under such circumstances
a biographer's admiration for his subject may be unabashed, as Haley's for
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Goodnight most certainly was. Price's insight into that early, relatively uncritical stage in the creation of a regional history/mythology is the book's
greatest strength.
John D. Joerschke
Stillwater, Oklahoma

Town Building on the Colorado Frontier. By Kathleen Underwood. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1987. xix + 181 pp. Illustrations, map, tables,
charts, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Town Building on the Colorado Frontier is a social history of Grand Junction,
Colorado, from its birth in 1881 as a pioneer settlement to its establishment as
a permanent community early in the twentieth century. The author's objective
was to look at the social, economic, and political processes at work in a developing frontier community and to explain how Grand Junction finally emerged
as a stable, small town on Colorado's Western Slope.
The book begins by tracing the sequence of events that forced the Utes
from western Colorado and opened a vast amount of land to experienced town
builders like George A. Crawford. President of the Grand Junction Town Company, Crawford staked out a site at the junction of the Colorado and Gunnison
rivers, laid out streets on a grid pattern along with parks, better neighborhoods,
and places for schools, and then awaited settlers. By 1885, Grand Junction had
been incorporated and "was a thriving pioneer settlement of more than 850
... [with] seventy businesses, five churches, and a dozen voluntary associations" (p. 13). Demographic statistics for this period indicate that Grand Junction was quite typical of similar pioneer settlements with a population whose
median age was twenty-seven, "five men of marriageable age for every two
women" (p. 14), and 80 percent of the population native born. These data
changed dramatically during the next phase of Grand Junction's growth.
Underwood notes how economic developments affected the town's demography and the role of the Grand Junction Town Company. With the arrival
of the railroad in 1882, more businesses appeared, many owned by non-residents. More skilled artisans and transportation workers arrived, and a propertied elite revealed a concentration of wealth in the hands of a few citizens.
As it became apparent that a permanent and potable water supply was essential
to the community's further prosperity, a tug of war developed between the
municipality's Citizenry and company officials. This struggle, perhaps the best
part of Underwood's monograph, points to the importance of water in the
West as well as the power of participatory democracy as a catalyst for change
in evolving western towns. Although it took four years to achieve municipal
ownership of the water supply-an accomplishment delayed by disunity among
opponents of the company and the onset of a national depression in 1893by 1900 the municipally owned system was available for preliminary testing
and the company had withdrawn from local politics.
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Having reviewed the manner in which Grand Junction developed from a
pioneer settlement to a small town, Underwood addresses the social relations
of community members during this same period. Using census records, marriage registers, tax rolls, and membership lists of Grand Junction's numerous
organizations, the author concludes that earlier scholarship breaking down the
population into those who stayed and those who left needs modification. Her
three-part division allows for a more accurate analysis: a transient population
that was en route; a stable core that planned to build the community; and
interim residents who stayed for various lengths of time before moving on.
The author's detailed charts show sex ratios, employment patterns, age and
life cycles, and participatory involvement of identified residents. Data on women
and the family, their increasingly active role in associational activities, and
what she calls the "affiliate network" of both men and women (Chapter 5)
further explain what is actually happening in Grand Junction as it goes through
the maturation process.
Although the price is high for this small volume, the author has produced
a case study that adds further knowledge to existing literature on small towns
by Merle Curti, Don Harrison Doyle, Kenneth Lockridge, Robert R. Dykstra,
Lewis Atherton, Carl Bridenbaugh, and many others. She has identified the
"indices of transition" that show how and when Grand Junction became assured of continued existence despite high rates of emigration, and she has
compared this process to studies on small towns in other areas. Even though
her data support the "stereotypical picture of life in small towns" (p. 110), her
meticulous research and straightforward writing style make this a useful contribution to the historiography of town building in the West. But should not
the title specify Grand Junction?
.
Dan Tyler
Colorado State University

Mexico: A Country In Crisis. Edited by Jerry L. Ladman. (EI Paso: Texas Western
Press, 1986. xii + 169 pp. Tables, notes. $13.00 paper.)
The essays for this book were written in 1983 and 1984 and the epilogue
in 1986. The essays, in varying degrees, thematically reflect the consequences
of three events: the 1968 Tlatelolco riots; the 1976 economic crisis; and the 1982
financial disaster. The book provides an excellent, if occasionally dated, perspective on contemporary Mexico.
"The Roots of the Crisis," by Jerry Ladman, identifies the problems on
which the following essays elucidate. Ladman sees the 1982 crisis, which he
labels Mexico's most serious challenge since the 1910 Revolution, as the shortrange cause· of contemporary problems. The long-range causes include economic and social inequalities, the weaknesses of the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), high population growth, devaluation, inflation, the sexenio,
and the foreign debt.
Juan Diez-Canedo Ruiz's "The Outlook for the Mexican Economy" reviews
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the 1950-1983 period by dividing it into four categories: "Stabilizing Development" (1950-1970); "Shared Development" (1971-1976); "Alliance for Production" (1977-1980), and the "Crisis of 1982." After outlining the problems,
the author is cautiously optimistic about President Miguel de la Madrid's economic policies. However, the author clarifies de la Madrid's potential difficulties by showing what would be required to finance an interest rate increase
of one percent. "With over $60 billion subject to flexible interest rates, one
additional percentage point represents an amount of more than $600 million
per year.... In 1983 Mexican petroleum exports were $15.1 billion. One additional dollar per barrel of crude oil would mean $540 million in additional
... income.... Of course it could be catastrophic if oil prices were to fall
while interest rates rose" (pp. 20-21).
Jeff Brannon's "The Nationalization of Mexico's Private Banking System"
provides an excellent summary of President Jose Lopez Portillo's 1982 motives
and actions. Nationalization resulted in the federal government gaining interest
in enough private companies to control between 60 and 80 percent of Mexico's
gross domestic product. The author believes that nationalization resulted for
economic and ideological reasons. Brannon believes that the banking system
will now be vulnerable to the corruption endemic in other federal governmentcontrolled operations-that is, PEMEX and the Federal Electricity Commission.
"Changes in the Mexican Government," by Marvin Alisky, contrasts de la
Madrid's early policies on such issues as foreign policy, demographics, corruption, the PRJ, and economics with his two predecessors' records. The "Corruption" segment describes well the magnitude of the problem. In retrospect,
Alisky was too optimistic about de la Madrid's chances for success.
"The Paradoxical Border," by the late Stanley Ross, analyzes the U.s.Mexican boundary. Ross provides examples of interdependency, to offset the
usual mind-set that emphasizes dependency. He identifies future border-related
issues such as migration, economics, water, pollution, and energy resources
and makes a plea for increased border-related research.
In "The Rise of a More Active Mexican Foreign Policy," Mario OJ eda Gomez
identifies self-determination and non-intervention as Mexico's two historic
principles. Next, he chronicles Mexico's growing aggressiveness in response
to Richard Nixon's 10 percent surcharge on Mexican imports, Luis Echeverria's
promotion of Third World causes, and the results of the new petroleum wealth.
The book's focus shifts away from its political and economic emphasis in
"Rewriting the History of Mexican Art," by Shifra M. Goldman. Goldman
develops three themes: the dynamics between business and government policies concerning the visual arts; art speculation; and the distortions on Mexican
art caused by economic and political factors. The author rues the fact that
Mexican art, bought for investment purposes rather than for merit and often
distorted or manipulated in value by publicity, media hype, or petroleum
wealth, places value on some artists' works for non-artistic reasons.
"New Trends in Mexican Literature," by Gustavo Sainz, demonstrates how
the 1968 Tlatelolco riots and the 1982 economic crisis have influenced Mexican
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literature. Sainz focuses on the past fifteen years and how new writers are
interpreting Mexico. He also describes governmental censorship and its effects.
In "Understanding Contemporary Mexico: The Uses and Abuses of History:' Michael Meyer provides a historian's perspective on contemporary Mexico by analyzing Mexico's one-party system and demonstrating how it evolved
from the problems associated with early twentieth-century presidential successions. Similarly, he discusses the growth of corruption in the public sector and
the lack of public accountability. Meyer evaluates the current neo-Porfirian
argument (the idea that Mexico is experiencing a second Porfiriato or PRIfiriato) and finds it lacking in historical comparability.
The essays possess an overall competence often missing in edited works.
For some readers, the two essays by Goldman and Sainz, while well written,
will seem tangential to the book's primary focus on economics and politics.
No index is included.
James Hindman
Eastern New Mexico University

Book Notes

Main Currents in American Thought: The Colonial Mind, 1620-1800. Volume
I. By Vernon Louis Parrington. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1987. xxxi + 413 pp. Bibliography, index, notes. $28.95 cloth, $14.95
paper.) Reprint, with a foreword by David W. Levy.
Main Currents in American Thought: The Romantic Revolution in America,
1800-1860. Volume II. By Vernon Louis Parrington. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xxx + 439 pp. Notes, bibliography, index.
$28.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.) Reprint, with a foreword by David W. Levy.
Main Currents in American Thought: The Beginnings of Critical Realism in
America, 1860-1920. Volume III. By Vernon Louis Parrington. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xliii + 429 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $28.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.) Reprint, with a foreword by
David W. Levy.
New Spain's Far Northern Frontier: Essays on Spain in the American West,
1540-1821. Edited by David J. Weber. (Dallas: Southern Methodist University Press, 1988. xix + 321 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes,
bibliography, index. $13.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1979 edition.
Basic Texas Books: An Annotated Bibliography of Selected Works for a Research
Library. By John H. Jenkins. (Austin: Texas State Historical Association,
1988. xii + 648 pp. Illustrations, appendix, index. $29.95.) This revised
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edition of this important bibliography presents 224 essential books for
a Texana library. Each entry contains a short critical essay, full bibliographical data, a description of contents, and a listing of important
related books. More than 1,000 additional Texas books are discussed,
and an annotated guide to 217 Texas bibliographies is included. This
is essential reading for the student of Texas history.

The Raven: A Biography of Sam Houston. By Marquis James. (Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1988. 489 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1929 Pulitzer Prize
winner.
Anson James: The Last President of Texas. By Herbert Cambrell. (Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1988. xii + 530 pp. Illustration, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1964 edition.

The Wolves of Heaven: Cheyenne Shamanism, Ceremonies, and Pre-historic
Origins. By Karl H. Schlesier. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1987. xviii + 214 pp. Illustrations, maps, chart, tables, bibliography,
index. $25.00.) Illustrated with drawings by Dick West.

My Indian Boyhood. By Luther Standing Bear. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1988. 190 pp. Illustrations. $19.95 cloth, $6.95 paper.)
Reprint of the 1931 edition.

Stories of the Sioux. By Luther Standing Bear. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1988. 79 pp. Illustrations. $12.95 cloth, $4.95 paper.)
Reprint of the 1934 edition.
The Witch of Goingsnake and Other Stories. By Robert J. Conley. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. xv + 165 pp. $17.95.) Cherokee
tales, with a foreword by Wilma P. MankiIIer, principal chief of the
Cherokee nation.

The Chinook Indians: Traders of the Lower Columbia River. By Robert H.
Ruby and John A. Brown. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1988. xxii + 349 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$13.95 paper.) First paperback reprint of the 1976 edition.

A Cowboy Detective: A True Story of Twenty-Two Years with a World-Famous
Detective Agency. By Charles A. Siring6. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988. xvii + 519 pp. Illustrations. $35.00 cloth, $11.95
paper.) Reprint of the 1912 classic, with an introduction by Frank Morn.

